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For immediate release

BPCL Supports Cochlear Implantation for 30 Underprivileged Children in Maharashtra
Mumbai, July 03, 2023 – Bharat Petroleum Corporation Limited, a leading 'Maharatna' and Fortune Global 500 Company, is proud to announce its support for a significant healthcare initiative aimed at profoundly deaf children in Maharashtra. As part of its commitment to Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR), BPCL has partnered with the Indorewala Memorial Educational & Medical Institute & Research Centre (IMEMIRC) to provide cochlear implantation surgeries for 30 underprivileged children in the state.
Cochlear implantation is a life-changing procedure that enhances hearing for individuals who have experienced inner-ear damage and are unable to benefit from external hearing aids. The program led by IMEMIRC is dedicated to offering early intervention and prevention of hearing loss among economically disadvantaged children born deaf.
The initiative is undertaken under BPCL's thrust area of Health & Sanitation, the surgeries are conducted in the hospital at Nashik and other locations in Maharashtra. 
As a special highlight of the program, Mr. Sanjay Manjrekar, an esteemed Indian cricket commentator and former cricketer, graced the occasion as the chief guest. Mr. Manjrekar interacted with the beneficiaries, sharing his experiences and providing words of inspiration to the children who have undergone and undergoing the cochlear implantation surgeries.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Mr. Sanjay Manjrekar, Indian cricket commentator and former cricketer, said "I have had the privilege of witnessing extraordinary moments in cricket, where triumphs are celebrated and cherished. But what I have seen here, in the daily miracles unfolding through the cochlear implantation program, is truly remarkable. The real heroes are the children and their exceptional performances in overcoming their hearing challenges. I am deeply grateful for the opportunity to be a part of this incredible initiative. The dedication and passion exhibited by the entire team, united by a common goal, are truly inspiring. BPCL's efforts to support this remarkable team are driven by a noble purpose, and I extend my best wishes to everyone involved."
IMEMIRC is a charitable organization that operates the 'Indorewala ENT Hospital,' a state-of-the-art super-speciality care center in Nashik. The hospital is ISO 9001:2000 certified and recognized as a leading center for cochlear implant surgeries in North Maharashtra. Since 2016, it has been empanelled under the ADIP Scheme (Assistance to Disabled Persons for Purchasing/Fitting of Aids/Appliances), a Central Government program supporting cochlear implant surgeries.
The proposal holds immense importance in providing a brighter future for underprivileged children. By supporting cochlear implantation, BPCL and IMEMIRC aim to empower these children and enable them to lead fuller, healthier lives.
The project's salient features include providing free or low-cost services to the underprivileged and enhancing the quality of ENT services available to the community. The beneficiaries will undergo thorough medical examinations, including audiological, radiological, and psychological evaluations, before the surgery. Consultations with cochlear implant surgeons will be conducted to determine the suitability of the candidates, as cochlear implantation involves a surgical, implanted neuroprosthesis / electronic device that restores the sense of sound for individuals with profound hearing loss.
The target beneficiaries of this initiative are 30 children in Maharashtra who will receive cochlear implant surgeries and related rehabilitations. 
BPCL remains committed to its mission of uplifting society and supporting initiatives that have a positive impact on communities. By joining hands with IMEMIRC for this cochlear implantation program, BPCL aims to contribute to the overall well-being and development of underprivileged children in Maharashtra.

About Bharat Petroleum Corporation Ltd. (BPCL):
          
Fortune Global 500 Company, Bharat Petroleum is the second largest Indian Oil Marketing Company and one of the premier integrated energy companies in India, engaged in refining of crude oil and marketing of petroleum products, with a significant presence in the upstream and downstream sectors of the oil and gas industry. The company attained the coveted Maharatna status, joining the elite club of companies having greater operational & financial autonomy.

Bharat Petroleum’s Refineries at Mumbai, Kochi and Bina Refinery have a combined refining capacity of around 35.3 MMTPA. Its marketing infrastructure includes a network of installations, depots, energy stations, aviation service stations and LPG distributors. Its distribution network comprises over 21,000 Energy Stations, over 6,200 LPG distributorships, 525 Lubes distributorships, 123 POL storage locations, 53 LPG Bottling Plants, 70 Aviation Service Stations, 4 Lube blending plants and 4 cross-country pipelines.

Bharat Petroleum is integrating its strategy, investments, environmental and social ambitions to move towards a sustainable planet. The company has chalked out the plan to offer electric vehicle charging stations at around 7000 energy stations over next 5 years.

With a focus on sustainable solutions, the company is developing a vibrant ecosystem and a road-map to become a Net Zero Energy Company by 2040, in Scope 1 and Scope 2 emissions.  Bharat Petroleum has been partnering communities by supporting innumerable initiatives connected primarily in the areas of education, water conservation, skill development, health, community development, capacity building and employee volunteering. With ‘Energising Lives’ as its core purpose, Bharat Petroleum’s vision is to be the most admired global energy company leveraging talent, innovation & technology.
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